[Structure of adrenal glands removed for hyperandrogenism and their hormone production in tissue culture].
Authors studied the surgically removed adrenals of a 16 year old girl with hyperandrogenism in tissue culture. The majority of cells in the initial culture was similar to the cells of the normal human adrenal. In the 6 weeks tissue culture the morphology of the cells has shown an alteration. The majority of them contained a small number of lipid droplets, abundant quantity of lysosomes and autophage vacuole. At this period in the media the progesterone level appeared to be elevated. Two months later in the tissue culture numerous transformed cells could be seen and the progesterone level of the media was low. It is believed that alteration of the biosynthesis of progesterone may have a role in the increased production of testosterone and in virilization.